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Our Approach

After a number of setbacks, partly due to variability in the quality
of commercial batches of Meldrum’s acid, we were pleased to
find that this approach worked well. Our results are outlined In
Scheme 3. The key to our success Is to acylate good quality
Meldrum’s acid at -10 °C (using a water, ice, and sodium chloride
bath), to maintain the pH close to neutral during the extraction,
and to keep the temperature of the Rotevap water cool during
evaporation of the solvent. These precautions prevent the
decomposition of the acylated material.
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